
29 - 30 October 2020

St. Gallen, Switzerland



THE COLLABORATION IMPERATIVE.

 

29 & 30 October 2020
St. Gallen, Switzerland

#changingperspectives

Young Minds
raising their voices have been a powerful seismograph for shifts in how 

we live and think.

The Crisis
has exposed inconscistencies, inadequacies and contradictions within 

the f ragile sports ecosystem.

Decision Makers
are entering into a unique window of opportunity. It’s a chance for all 

those determining the future of European Sports to re-think the current 
system.

For this year ’s edition, we gather both industry leaders and internation-
ally selected young leaders in Rorschach with the goal to bring together 

different perspectives on a shared passion: sport. 

By #changingperspectives we aim to facilitate a dialogue resulting in 
new views on the future of sport.



#changingperspectives

We, the next generation, invite sports industry leaders for discussion.  
Inconsistencies, inadequacies, and contradictions – especially at the crossroads 
between commercial activities and non-prof it – have exposed the f ragility of 
the sports ecosystem amidst this global pandemic. With courage, idealism, and 
great energy to shape the future state of the world, young people raising their 
voices have been a powerful seismograph for shifts in how we live and think. On 
a global and local scale, the world of sports convulses after a crisis underlining 

the urgency for political, economic, and social disruption in the industry – 
An ecosystem, which long time assumed to be resilient to external crisis. Now, 
decision-makers in the sports industry f ind themselves at a historic crossroads 

between managing short-term pressures against medium and long-term 
uncertainties.

We understand the current crisis as the entry into a unique window of oppor-
tunity. It’s a chance for all those determining the future of European Sports 
to re-think the current system. For this, there is a need for analysis and a 
change of perspective . Driven by our passion for sports, we, 20 students f rom 
the University of St. Gallen , are volunteering our time to sustainably promote 
an open discussion culture in sports. As a student-initiative at one of the leading 
universities in Europe, we see ourselves in a unique position to provide a truly 
independent and trustworthy platform in a world marked by a loss of trust and 
diverging stakeholder-interests. For the third consecutive year, we are commit-
ted to bringing together 200 top-executives in and outside the industry and 100 
young talents at the Impulse Summit. Those talents will be students selected in 
an international competition based on their previous experience and their abil-
ity for solution-oriented critical thinking. As Challengers, they have the role to 
be curious and hash out their visions and standpoints for the future to foster 

serendipity.

This year’s leitmotif for our participant f ield led by top-executives is “the collab-
oration imperative”. In the discourse with our trusted community of industry 
experts, the need for stakeholders to collaborate has proven to be key in the fu-
ture. To face the complex challenges ahead, stakeholders will have to overcome 
competitive self-interests, lack of fully shared purpose, and a shortage of trust. 
With our interactive setting, we want to inspire sports organisations, the public 
sector, corporates, investors, academia, NGOs, and participate in the develop-
ment of collaborative solutions to systemic problems and develop sustainable 
business models with societal and economic benef its . Because the corona 
storm will pass. But the desire to shape the future of sports will continue to fuel 

student’s engagement for years to come.
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